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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 
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western powers began to define and haggle about their 
spheres of influence they were merely laying claim to the 
territory they expected to fall to them in the general 
division, and that the dismemberment of the empire was 
at hand. 

" Foreign syndicates have done no little in fomenting 
the trouble. Backed by their respective governments 
they have pressed, if not forced, from the Chinese con- 
cessions for the working of mines and the building of 
railways. Rightly or wrongly, the people believe that 
these have been extorted from them. The introduction 
of railways and labor-saving machinery has been opposed 
here on the same ground as in other countries, that they 
throw many laborers out of employment. The great 
bulk of the Boxers in Chihli were recruited from the 
carters and the boatmen, the two classes which have 
suffered most from the building of the railways. All of 
the machinery at the Kaiping coal mines was destroyed, 
although the property belongs to a Chinese company. 

The above facts ought to convince any fair-minded 
man that 'those troublesome missionaries,' who until one 
year ago were persistently represented as doing nothing 
and accomplishing less, have not turned China upside 
down." 

It will be a miracle if the atrocities committed in China 
by the foreign troops, in retaliation for the horrible deeds 
of the Boxers, do not bring forth a worse harvest of 
death and destruction than that which has been just 
reaped. This is sure to be the case if the powers pro- 
ceed any further in their aggressions. The fruit of con- 
tempt and aggression is always hate and vengeance. 
The fruit of love, respect and fairness is always love, 
trust and return service. 



A Mortal Dilemma. 

BY BLISS CARMAN. 

From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 
Bliss Carman, the poet, the best known of Canadian 
literary men, published in the Commercial Advertiser, 
on the 13th of April, the following untutored opinion of 
the ethics of war, given here somewhat condensed : 

"A friend of mine has long been perplexed over the 
' ethics of war,' as he calls it, and cannot reconcile his 
idea of Christianity with the cruelties which Christian 
nations practice in their rivalries. 

" I may as well say, first as last, that if he is going to 
look for consistency among professed Christians, my 
friend had better abandon his search. We ' profess and 
call ourselves Christians,' it is true; and we also kill 
under the polite name of ' war' and rob under the polite 
name of 'loot.' But killing and stealing were not only 
forbidden by Christ ; they were forbidden by Moses long 
before. Christ, indeed, was even more emphatic and 
plain in his disapproval of all violence. How, then, do 
we claim to follow his teachings and yet justify our 
murders and thefts? 

" For war is nothing but murder and theft, remember. 
You may dress it up as fine as you will, in all the pitiful 
rags of patriotism (that last delusive relic of a barbarous 
time), war is still nothing more nor less than organized 
thievery and murder. And because it is organized and 
legalized does not exempt you and me from responsibility 
if we participate in it. 



" Of course we do not feel this way about war in our 
thoughtless and more superficial moments. Our educa- 
tion has all been against pity and love and actual Christi- 
anity ; and the instincts of the savage have been care- 
fully, though mistakably and perhaps unintentionally, 
fostered. And primitive instincts, so useful in the sylvan 
state of human development, do not die easily. It is 
always easy to see red and to want to do murder. 
The other day, at lunch, an eminent publisher hap- 
pened to say that he was just back from a brief duck- 
hunting expedition in the South ; and an eminent novelist 
who was present remarked that he had been very fond 
of the sport, but had given it up ; he didn't use a gun 
any more. And as I knew that this was so, and that he 
had given up shooting out of a genuine distaste for the 
cruelty of it, and because he has a warm, humane heart, 
and yet, as I knew also that he had been one of the first 
to offer his services to the British government to hunt 
Boers in South Africa, I could not help saying that in 
time perhaps he would come to feel as humanely toward 
his fellow-men as he did toward his other fellow-creatures. 
And I am sure he wilL, though it may not be in this in- 
carnation. 1 confess I despise the Boers myself, but that 
does not prevent me from thinking it is wrong to despise 
them. 

'.' But how does it come that that eminent novelist and 
myself have these feelings of enmity against our fellow- 
men ? Probably our training has been at fault. Prob- 
ably we have not been taught the doctrine of Christ, the 
doctrine of lovingkindness and the forgiveness of in- 
jury. And yet we were both trained from infancy in 
the sober school of the ' church militant.' 

" Ah, there it is, you see — the 'church militant.' But 
what has the church to do with militancy ? True, it claims 
to be only militant against evil; yet the militant idea 
itself savors of barbarism and heathenish wildness. And 
in time of war the ministers of Christ (as they call them- 
selves) unite with one accord to pray for the success of 
their country's arms. That strife and killing are directly 
forbidden by the Teacher they pretend to serve never 
enters their head. The older cult, the paganism of the 
earth, is too strong for the novel doctrines of Nazareth. 
" There, I take it, is the whole difficulty. The Chris- 
tian churches of to-day are disseminators of a pestilent 
falsehood directly opposed to the teaching of Christ. 
They are the wretched servitors of Mammon, waiting on 
the Time-Spirit. They reflect only our own benighted 
aspirations and unkindly bigotries. They are racial in- 
stitutions, maintained to please our own fancies, to lull 
our own conscience, to dull our own sense of right and 
wrong, to mitigate for ourselves our own crimes against 
our neighbor in aggression and expression, to justify to 
ourselves our crimes against honesty in the dealings of 
the commercial world. 

" The churches supported by the community only re- 
flect the moral turpitude of the community. The fat 
minister on his fat salary does not preach the doctrine 
of Christ. He preaches the doctrine of Wall Street and 
the War Office. Indeed, he is not a minister of Christ at 
all ; he is a minister of conventionality and compromise. 
" If my friend would solve his perplexities about war, 
he might begin by a thorough study of the first church 
he comes to on the left-hand side of the street as he 
leaves his home of a morning." 



